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          I write to eagerly recommend the EdD scholar Wendy Muhlhauser.  As a 

Professor at the Fielding Graduate University, it is my privilege to have known Ms. 

Muhlhauser as a friend, colleague and as her Professor. I am an ardent supporter of 

her doctoral studies in Educational Leadership for Change at Fielding since her 

matriculation. I have observed with profound pride, admiration and astonishment, 

the immense and continuing work of Ms. Muhlhauser as both a scholar of the first 

order pursing doctoral study and as an effective voice for the creative and dynamic 

advocacy of children and youth. She seeks to improve their natural abilities and 

performance in school, society and, thereby, their indispensable contributions to the 

success of women and all Americans.  As an experienced career educator, author 

and social justice activist, she models what the limitless possibilities are for persons 

determined to reinvent and refocus themselves. Ms. Muhlhauser has not only 

become an excellent scholar but also an excellent leader at Fielding.  We applaud 

and admire her work and progress as a strong, dynamic and progressive scholar. 

     I am so profoundly impressed with the mind and soul of this woman. After all she 

has experienced as a high-performing educator, author of children’s books and 

community leader. Such devotion motivates her work in the doctoral program at 

Fielding and has become her life’s purpose.   



 Through her scholarship and advocacy, she wants to share with others her story, struggles, 

ups and downs, the pretty, the ugly and the realities of affirming and promoting social 

justice through the written word in these turbulent and uncertain times.  Her ability to 

pursue a position that will make maximum use of her talent, education, and passion will be 

enlivened, enriched and enhanced by her continued work at Fielding.   

      Specifically, I recommend Ms. Muhlhauser for four interrelated reasons: 

1) Ms. Muhlhauser is well-organized, understands project and time management 

and will successfully accomplish her academic, professional and civic goals 

indicated in her application. These goals demonstrate the remarkable maturity 

and growth, dedication and commitment of this fine soul and mind; 

2) Ms. Muhlhauser is an intellect who happens also to be an advocate. Her qualities 

of expertise come not just from experience as a creative, prolific and unique 

author of children’s books but also from her scholarship and systematic analysis 

of such issues as the role of art, literature and music in social justice; 

3) Ms. Muhlhauser interacts well with persons of diverse racial, ethnic, gender, 

religious, and personality backgrounds. This skill is essential to the successful 

achievement of her proposed scholarship and professional work. 

4) Ms. Muhlhauser has the community, institutional and professional networks 

necessary to complete her proposed research and a subsequent project to help 

children, families, communities and teachers of children to positively reconstruct 

their lives while advancing the work of their institutions and organizations. 

 



       Most importantly, she has been articulate in identifying key justice and ethical    

themes in identifying new sources, archives and materials that will enhance, enrich 

and enliven scholarship and project work. These themes will constitute the core of 

her project work, research, scholarship as a scholar-leader-professional and activist.  

 

      Ms. Muhlhauser’s has exceptional administrative, managerial and scholarly 

experience. Hers is a dynamic story of determination, creativity, caring, service and 

triumph over tragedy. Therefore, this is not only a letter of reference but a specific 

commitment to participate pro bono in the proposed work and mission of Wendy 

Muhlhauser. It will be my joy and privilege to work with Ms. Muhlhauser in any 

capacity that will facilitate her vital and excellent academic, professional and civic 

work.  Given Ms. Muhlhauser’s extensive and in-depth academic, professional, 

community and cultural networks, she will share its benefits with many research, 

public policy and educational audiences and communities. I therefore 

enthusiastically recommend her and am prepared to do anything further that will 

support this dynamic soul, mind and advocate. Thank you. 

                                                 Sincerely yours, 

                                  Lenneal Joseph Henderson, Jr. 

                                         Lenneal J. Henderson, Ph.D., 

Faculty, School of Educational Leadership for Change, the Fielding Graduate 

University; Mentor and Distinguished Professor of Public and International Affairs, 

Emeritus, The University of Baltimore         lhenderson@fielding.edu 

 


