
I am so delighted to share that the image of 
the teacher in book #3 about EMPATHY- 
"Tristy Sparkles" is meant to honor my 
friend's mother, who was a wonderful 
teacher. My dear friend Deborah Ferrell, 
sadly lost her mother within the past few 
years. Although, I never met her mother 
personally, I had learned how very special 
she was. I was moved by how loved and 
missed she is by my friend. 

I asked my friend's permission to honor her 
mom, by using her likeness for the teacher 
in my book. I was thrilled she agreed and 
understood my heart and desire to offer her 
mom as a role model! I had explained that I 
had decided, to celebrate the fact that 
minority teachers are, actually more 
preferred by students, it was revealed in 
studies than white teachers. This is the 
case even though there still remains a 
serious disparity in regard to the number of 



minority teachers who serve in schools in 
our country! 

I felt called to action when I learned this in 
an education class in my doctoral program 
through Fielding Graduate University in 
Education-(Leadership For Change). Our 
professor asked we students, to decide 
what we could do to help this unfortunate 
phenomenon. As an Author, I was already 
using character and story to offer positive 
minority role models. For example, there is 
a Black female pilot and an Asian male co- 
pilot in the upcoming "Jelly Beans the 
Cheetah and Hope-EMPATHY AIRLINES." 
In "Tristy Sparkles" I had initially planned a 
White teacher and Black principal. 
However, as a result, of the encouragement 
of my professor to find ways to help in this, I 
decided the image of the teacher would be 
a beautifully effective Black woman. 

My friend Deborah Ferrell has the most 
beautiful heart of empathy no doubt from 



her mother! She and I have bonded in a 
most tremendous and a special way, 
regarding our losses in life of those we 
loved. She was there for me in ways no 
other person had been before! She truly 
supported and allowed my pain and healing 
surrounding the loss of my brother 
especially! I can never adequately thank 
her but hopefully this signifies my gratitude 
and love!! 
 


